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Inspection dates:
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Outcome
Twyford St Mary’s Church of England Primary School continues to be a good school.

What is it like to attend this school?
Leaders at Twyford St Mary’s are determined it will be a ‘village school making a world of
difference’. Leaders’ vision for the school and their high expectations of pupils are clear in
every aspect of daily school life.
Pupils enjoy learning in this vibrant school, as seen by their high attendance and how
hard they work in lessons. They like the many residential trips on offer. They also love
being allowed to wear non-uniform clothes on their birthday, as this makes them feel
special. Pupils feel safe in school. They say that bullying is rare, and that their teachers
would never ignore it.
At the time of the last inspection, leaders were asked to improve behaviour in the
playgrounds. Leaders have been very effective here. Pupils play well together. The
popular ‘sport of the week’ keeps them active and ensures that their skills improve in a
wide range of sporting activities.
Pupils have many responsibilities in the school, including running lunchtime clubs for
younger pupils. They do this with great maturity and independence. By the end of their
time at Twyford, pupils are well prepared for the move to secondary school.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?
Early reading is taught well at Twyford St Mary’s. Right from the beginning, children learn
to love books. In the mixed Reception and Year 1 class, I saw how an advent calendar
built excitement for stories, with a different book unwrapped each day. The school’s
programme for teaching phonics gives children a great start in learning to read. Because
of this, they become fluent readers quickly. The proportion of pupils reaching the
expected standard in the phonics screening check is consistently in the top 20% of
schools nationally.

Leaders’ focus on reading continues into key stage 2. They ensure that pupils have a rich
reading diet, introducing them to new authors and books regularly.
Mathematics teaching is also strong. Leaders have made sure that mathematics learning
is sequenced well. Teaching builds securely on what pupils have previously learned.
Expectations are clear for all ages. Children in the early years learn early number skills
well. For example, Reception children were practising the order of numbers to 20 by
making paper chain decorations. They could recognise the digits well. Pupils also use their
mathematical skills in other subjects. Year 4 pupils showed me their loan calculations for
their enterprise week initiative, making an impressive £55 profit.
Pupils with special needs and/or disabilities learn well in mathematics, as well as in other
subjects, because teachers have a sound understanding of the small steps that need to
be taught.
Leaders are currently re-developing what is to be taught in subjects other than English
and mathematics. This is because the school has just been reorganised from six classes to
five. Leaders are being highly ambitious here, and rightly taking their time. They are
carefully ensuring that knowledge is sequenced so that pupils learn in a logical order. In
some subjects, such as science in key stage 1, the knowledge leaders want pupils to
acquire is not yet identified in enough detail. Leaders have not yet fully considered which
key knowledge they want pupils to remember for future learning.
The curriculum is well supported by a range of trips and visitors to the school to make
learning memorable. Currently pupils are using their scientific skills in a ‘real-life’ ecology
project, trying to improve yellow hammer and skylark numbers in the South Down
National Park. Pupils have learned how to set up and monitor remote cameras in order to
observe the impact of their work on bird numbers.
Pupils have many opportunities to develop personally. Leaders make sure that there are
many occasions for pupils to learn about the wider world and to contribute to their local
community. Pupils display the schools’ values of courage, joy, care and respect in
everything they do. For example, during the inspection, Year 6 pupils were playing
happily with their Reception buddies, showing them great respect and care. Pupils work
well together, listening and supporting each other to learn new things. There is no
disruption in lessons as pupils want to learn. They told me about their ‘talented teachers’.
Pupils know that their teachers will help them if they get stuck.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Leaders know their pupils and listen to them well. Communication is strong amongst the
staff team. This means that staff know which pupils to look out for at a given time.
Leaders ensure that staff have regular and useful training. Staff often discuss different
safeguarding scenarios in meetings. This helps them know what to do in a wide range of
situations and report any concerns quickly. Recruitment checks and the induction of new
staff are thorough.
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Pupils know how to keep themselves safe in a range of situations. For example, they
know not to share personal information online.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
◼ Leaders are in the process of re-developing the wider curriculum following the
reorganisation of classes. They are using the high-quality religious education
curriculum, which is already in place, as an example to build on. Leaders should
continue their work in this area, ensuring that they identify the most important
knowledge that pupils should acquire in each subject. Leaders need to make sure this
knowledge is revisited often enough so that all pupils know more and remember more
over time.

Background
When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a
section 8 inspection of a good school or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give
graded judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that the
school could now be better than good or that standards may be declining, then the next
inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date
of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or
the quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection
immediately.
This is the first section 8 inspection since we judged Twyford St Mary’s Church of England
Primary School to be good on 2–3 February 2016.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their
inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
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In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

116320

Local authority

Hampshire

Inspection number

10111282

Type of school

Primary

School category

Voluntary controlled

Age range of pupils

4 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

157

Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair of governing body

Freya Fixler

Headteacher

Hannah Beckett

Website

www.twyford-pri.hants.sch.uk

Date of previous inspection

2–3 February 2016

Information about this school
◼ The Headteacher joined the school shortly after the previous inspection. A new deputy
headteacher joined the school in September 2018. The chair of governors was new to
her role in September 2019.
◼ The headteacher and the deputy headteacher are currently sharing the role of special
educational needs coordinator (SENCo) to cover a maternity leave. They are receiving
support from an experienced SENCo from a local school.
◼ The headteacher is due to leave the school in April 2020.
◼ Currently the school has five mixed-age classes. Last academic year, there were six
classes.
◼ This is a voluntary controlled Church of England school. The previous section 48
inspection took place on 18 June 2019. Section 48 inspections are carried out every
three to five years to check the school’s distinctiveness and effectiveness as a Church
of England school.

Information about this inspection
◼ During this inspection, I met with the headteacher and the deputy headteacher. I also
met with the vice chair of the governing body with three additional governors and
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spoke to a representative from the local authority on the telephone. Discussions were
also held with teachers and support staff.
◼ I did deep dives in these subjects: reading, mathematics and science. This involved
speaking to subject leaders, teachers and pupils. I also visited lessons and looked at
pupils’ work and leaders’ planning, as well as hearing pupils read.
◼ To inspect safeguarding, I met with the school’s designated safeguarding leader, spoke
to staff, governors and pupils, checked recruitment procedures and looked at
safeguarding records and policies.
◼ I considered the 48 responses to Ofsted’s Parent View questionnaire, including 28 freetext comments. In addition, 14 responses to Ofsted’s online questionnaire for staff
were considered, as were 65 responses to Ofsted’s online pupil questionnaire.
Inspection team
Lea Hannam, lead inspector

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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