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Friday 20th September, 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Year Rs finding their way 

Our Year R children 

continue to learn our 

rules and routines well. 

The independence that 

they are showing already 

is impressive! Year R 

parents have recently 

been invited to a Reading 

workshop with Mrs 

Keating where you can 

find out more about how 

we teach the early stages 

of reading known in 

school as Phonics.  

 

 

 

TSM Elections 

The process started this week for our TSM elections. A 
member of the School Council holds a prominent role in 
school, and as a result the election process is rigorous 
and as closely matched to our British Parliamentary 
voting process as possible. Children will also be voting 
for their new Vice and Team Captains for Manor, 
Finches, Hazeley and Bourne.  
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Sports Skools, Learn Happie 

We are delighted to have been able to take part in a Sport Skools new initiative, 

Learn Happie. Learn Happie has grown out of Sport Skools experiences of 

working in schools as sports teachers. Over the years, they began to realise that 

there is a real link between exercise, nutrition and mental health. By tackling 

these three elements of health as a whole, rather than individually, they aim to 

make children happier, healthier and more productive. Or, as they like to say - ‘it’s 

what you do, what you eat and how you feel’. 

Our final session will take place next week, focussing on the mind. Children will 

learn about anxiety and stress, how it makes them feel and what they can do about 

it. 

 

 

Debating Club 

On Wednesday, Mr Sparkes and four pupils from Winchester College came and ran 

a debating club with eight children from Yew Class. Those children were Megan, 

Cailean, George, Maisie, Charlie, Saul, Heidi and Ariana. First, we played some 

memory games to help to get to know each other. Then we did a debating exercise 

where we had to choose a celebrity and make points why they should not be the one 

to be thrown out of a hot air balloon. Overall, this was an amazing experience so 

we’re so pleased that it will be carrying on for the rest of the term so we can practice 

and improve the new skills that we’re learning. 

 

By Megan and Cailean.  
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Calshot Residential 

What a fabulous start to their final year at Twyford St Mary’s! Our Year 6s showed 

courage, determination and teamwork in all that Calshot had to offer them. The 

challenges faced there are just the start of the challenges in Year 6 so we transfer 

much of the learning back into the classroom environment. It puts them into the right 

frame of mind!   

 
A celebration event will be taking place for Year 6 parents and children on Thursday 
3rd October at 5:30pm, where we shall reminisce and share the achievements had by 
all who went, as well as viewing all of the great photos taken each day.    
 
This was TSM’s third visit to Calshot and after another successful trip we will be 

booking for our existing Year 5s. 
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Sycamore visit Stonehenge 

This week Sycamore went on a fantastic trip to explore Stonehenge and learn about 

the historical lifestyles of Stone and Bronze Age people. From investigating Neolithic 

houses to conducting a ceremonial burial, the children of Sycamore showed 

themselves to be outstanding representatives of Twyford St Mary’s, with their 

exceptional conduct and enthusiasm. A big thank you to everyone who made it 

possible, especially our parent helpers: Mrs Lucas and Mrs Ince.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Mark 

Twyford St Mary’s has been recognised for the value 

that we place on music and our dedication in offering 

and delivering a broad and balanced curriculum. 

Thank you for all the hard work of our staff, 

especially Mrs Parker and Kerry, to ensure that our children are able to access and 

engage with a high-quality music education.  

 

 

Meet the New Teacher Event 

Many thanks to those of you who were able to attend our Meet the New Teacher 

Event. We hope that you found it useful. All teacher presentations will be sent out via 

parentmail upon request for those of you who were unable to attend. Please contact 

the office if you would like to receive the presentation via parentmail. 
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St Mary's Church Harvest Festival - Sunday 29th September, 11.00am 

There will be a children's activity during this service. Gifts of dried food and tins will 

be taken to the Winchester Food Bank. Afterwards, there is a 'bring and share' 

Harvest lunch when we are trying to bring dishes that have zero food miles - quite a 

challenge. Do come and join in. 

 

 

Messy Church – Sunday 6th October 

Messy Church will take place in the Parish Hall from 4.00 – 6.00pm. We have a 

creation theme this month - hairy caterpillars, spiky animals, a massive board game, 

making our own glue - we are trying to be as environmentally aware as we can. Then 

we all share a meal and a time of worship. It's great fun - come along. 

 
 

Star of the Week 
 

 

Ash Winnie For being so fantastic at following the golden rules.  
 

Beech Meadow For being a Curious Cat when creating a persuasive 
poster with detailed diagrams and thoughtful 
presentation. 

Sycamore Seren For her effusive enthusiasm when exploring what life 
was like during the Stone Age, both in sharing her 
knowledge and ideas, as well as in asking interesting 
questions. 

Willow Wilf For his sensational character diary. Brilliant effort and 
determination to write. Well done Wilf!  

Yew Xanthe For enthusiasm and perseverance in Maths when 
comparing and ordering numbers up to 100,000. 

 
 
Roll of Honour 

 
 

Ash Guy For his superb effort when writing his poster slogan. 
 

Henry For always being kind and for using polite words. 
 

Beech Oliver For showing our value of ‘Care’ to the whole class 
when asking to take ALL the water bottles out for PE. 

Wilf For keeping our Golden Rule of ‘We work hard’ and 
having an excellent attitude to ALL of his learning. 
Well done Wilf.. a great start to Year 2! 

Sycamore George For his fantastic teamwork when peer evaluating, 
both in offering ways to improve another’s piece and 
in listening to feedback on his own work. 

Isaac For continually showing great care towards all of his 
peers and towards the school environment.  
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Willow 
 

Samuel For his perseverance and independence during our 
diary writing this week. 

Susanna For her team work and determination during our 
Twelfth Night drama rehearsals.  

Yew Lillie-Rose For her focus and application when editing a piece of 
writing for spelling and punctuation accuracy 

Elliot For fantastic improvements to a descriptive scene, in 
particular his use of well-chosen compound 
adjectives 

 
 

Dates for your diary 
 

Autumn Term 

23rd – 27th 
September 

Spirituality Week 

26th September TSM Election Day 

26th September Young Shakespeare Company – Romeo + Juliet (KS2) 

30th September INSET day 

1st October School Photographer – individual + sibling photos 

1st October Willow Class Shakespeare Workshop – Theatre Royal Winchester 

3rd October Calshot Celebration Event – 5.30pm 

4th October Harvest Festival service – 9.30am 

9th October Yew Class Trip to Fort Nelson 

10th October Yr 1/2 Trip to New Forest Wildlife Park 

22nd October Parents’ Evening 

23rd October  Willow Class Shakespeare Rehearsal and Evening Performance – 
Theatre Royal Winchester 

24th October Parent’s Evening 

25th October INSET day 

28th – 31st October Half Term 

5th November Special Bonfire Night Lunch Menu 

12th November Yew Class Trip to Watercress Line 

27th November – 3rd 
December 

Scholastic Travelling Book Fair event 

2nd December Yr R – Yr 6 Flu Vaccinations 
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11th December KS1 Nativity – a.m 

12th December KS1 Nativity – p.m 

17th December KS2 Carol Service 

20th December Christmas Jumper Day/Christmas Lunch 

20th December  End of Term 

 

 

 

Mrs Hannah Beckett                                                                                                      

Headteacher 
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