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27th April, 2018 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Parent Survey 

It has been a privilege to lead this school for what has been 

two years now. How time flies!  

I am delighted with our recent successes: pupil outcomes for 

Key Stage 2 in the top 2% of schools Nationally and rated 1st 

for progress in Hampshire, excellent Phonics Screening 

results and Year R Early Learning Goal outcomes, as well as 

the ongoing work on our broad and memorable curriculum. It 

has been a step at a time and sometimes two steps at once! Above all, it has been 

so exciting to get to know the children and families at Twyford St Mary’s and working 

in this remarkable community.    

As part of our ongoing evaluation, please could you follow the link below and help us 

be the best we can be by completing this online survey. 

http://bit.ly/TSMSurvey2018 

School Council Update 

This week the School Council have had the difficult task 
of reading children’s job applications and assigning job 
roles. It was especially difficult this time, as we had a 
record number of applications and the quality was so 
impressive! It was obvious that children had taken a lot of 
time and care over their applications, showing a real 
dedication to their school. 
 
We also discussed the fact that some children do their 
jobs exceptionally well. We wanted to recognise this extra 
effort and so have decided on a new incentive for children 
with jobs: employee of the month! This person will be 

selected by the school council (with input from their classes) and the employee of the 
month will have their photograph proudly displayed in the hall. 
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The final point we discussed in our meeting was the exciting news from our friends at 
St Mary’s School in Southampton. We received letters from their school council 
earlier in the year and we responded with an invitation to visit our school. We are 
happy to say that their school council will be visiting us later in the year. We were 
very excited by this news and we can’t wait to show them all that TSM and the 
village of Twyford has to offer. 
 

An abundance of visitors! 

This week we warmly 

welcomed 90 Year 1 

children and their 

teachers from Shirley 

Infant School in 

Southampton. They 

visited us to compare 

our village to Shirley. Many comparisons were made - for example, both schools are 

over 100 years old, we are both connected to a large church and we both have post 

offices. The differences noticed were - we have less traffic, we have a river running 

through our village and our surroundings are more rural. 

  

At lunchtime, some of our pupils played together and then before heading back to 

Shirley all our Year 5 and 6 children were interviewed on the playground, being 

quizzed about their knowledge of the key human and physical features of Twyford. 

We are so pleased that we have played a part in enhancing their curriculum.   
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Beech and Oak Visit Marwell Zoo 

Beech and Oak Class had a fantastic trip to Marwell Zoo on Thursday as part of their 

'Wild Things' topic. They have been learning about different types of animals and 

their habitats. They had the opportunity to see wild animals up close and even stroke 

a few during their workshop in the Science and Learning Centre. 

 

As they have been learning about the rainforest, the children (and adults) were 

especially excited to visit the new tropical house! One child said, "It was like we went 

on holiday to Madagascar!" We also really enjoyed the lemur loop where we saw 

ringtail lemurs up close. An amazing day was had by all and everyone had a different 

favourite animal to talk about when we got back to school. 
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Charity Voting – It’s a landslide! 

 
 
The results of the charity vote by children, parents and staff 
are as follows: 
Shelter - 28 votes 
SWAN UK - 32 votes 
Blue Cross - 70 votes 
 

This means that all monetary donations throughout the summer term will be donated 
to the Blue Cross. Mrs Russell will be organising a soft toy collection also in aid of 
the Blue Cross. More details to follow shortly.  
 

Farewells 

Sadly, we said goodbye to Mrs Sarah Cohen at the beginning of term. Mrs Cohen 

was one of our Learning Support Assistants and worked closely with a number of 

children in Key Stage 2. She has moved on to pastures new. We wish her well in her 

new adventure.  

 

If news has not reached you already, I can guarantee that this will come as sad 

news. Our dearly loved caretaker, Mr Alan Brewer, will be retiring at the end of this 

academic year. He is at the heart of nearly everything that happens in school from 

erecting the school stage to ensuring our children have a safe route into school. His 

work here certainly has been varied! We have been so fortunate to have such a 

skilled and caring caretaker looking after our school but thankfully we have him for a 

while longer.  

 

Wraparound Care 

I am delighted to officially announce that we are now able to provide wraparound 

care for your children with a new Breakfast and After School Club from Tuesday 5th 

June. 

The care is based on choice philosophy; it will be a fun and happy place for children 

to take part in activities, arts and crafts, sports, or just chill out and enjoy the variety 

of toys and games available. 

It is really important that parents who want this service book their places as soon as 
possible. This can be done via the Energy Kidz booking system, accessed from their 
website, which offers the flexibility to book regular sessions or just as and when 
needed. Our school page on their website is: https://www.energy-
kidz.co.uk/breakfast-and-after-school-clubs/twyford-st-marys-primary-school-
winchester/. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:adminoffice@twyford-pri.hants.sch.uk
https://www.energy-kidz.co.uk/breakfast-and-after-school-clubs/twyford-st-marys-primary-school-winchester/
https://www.energy-kidz.co.uk/breakfast-and-after-school-clubs/twyford-st-marys-primary-school-winchester/
https://www.energy-kidz.co.uk/breakfast-and-after-school-clubs/twyford-st-marys-primary-school-winchester/


 

adminoffice@twyford-pri.hants.sch.uk            01962 - 713358                                                          
 

INSET Days for Academic Year 2018-19 

The following dates have been approved by the Governors for next academic year – 

Friday 19th October           

Friday 25th January           

Monday 25th February        

Friday 29th March              

Monday 3rd June 

 

Twyford PTA Trail Run – TOMORROW! 

There is still time to sign up for the first ever Twyford PTA Trail Run, taking place 

tomorrow at 2pm.  

 

There are three distances you can enter for: 

 10k - £10 (£12 on the day) - participants must be 12 years and older 

 5k - £8 (£10 on the day) - participants must be 7 years older; children under 

11 years must be accompanied by an adult 

 2k - £3 - Kids only (parents can accompany their child and don't need to 

register) 

Entries (and more details) through: www.muddyrunners.org.uk/twyford-trail-run-

2018 or www.webscorer.com/register?raceid=126924 (for registration) 

 

The PTA would be very grateful for any donations for the cake stall. Please 

bring any contributions along to the event tomorrow.  

 

Please contact Celine (07867473982) or twyfordstmaryspta@gmail.com if you have 

any questions. 

 

 

Star of the Week 

Ash Joseph For being an Incy Independent and writing a super story 
plan and story about our mystery eggs. 

Beech Samuel For being an Incy Independent when writing in the past 
tense. Super spelling of verbs in the past tense. 

Oak Alexie For her fantastic progress in maths when learning how 
to tell the time. 

Sycamore Chloe Hew For ALWAYS trying her hardest, for super use of 
adverbials and conjunctions in her explanation, and for 
fantastic French! 

Willow Brooke For her superb draft of a balanced argument using our 
PEE structure and causal/contrasting conjunctions. 

Yew Annabelle For having the courage to tackle a tricky unit in Maths 
and for achieving really well in all the tasks. 
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Roll of Honour 

 

Ash Dexter For working out the answer when doubling 21 spots 
on his ladybird’s back! 

Meadow For showing great care when forming the “o” 
grapheme with a lead in during Pen Power. 

Beech Casper For being a Curious Cat in the aviary at Marwell Zoo 
and spotting all the birds! Super reading of the bird 
names! 

Chase For being a Persevering Pig when writing the 
beginning and middle of his story. 

Oak Jude For challenging himself to redraft his writing in cursive 
handwriting. 

Isabel For showing courage by touching the animals during 
our workshop at Marwell, even though she was 
nervous. 

Sycamore Charlie For fantastic imagination and vocabulary in his 
exploration of events from the Varmint’s perspective. 

Pippa For using a dictionary to correct her spelling and for 
starting to explain using causal conjunctions. 

harlie 
 

Joe For his super exploring in maths this week when 
finding out about volume- a super explanation 
comparing area and volume too! 

William For really persevering with his literacy work this week 
to explore out PEE structure and conjunctions. 

Yew Jay For showing courage in fully involving himself in a 
game of bench ball during PE and for being a key 
player displaying good catching skills. 

Dominic For exploring ways to involve the reader in his 
entertaining ‘Just so’ story about how the tree 
porcupine got his nose. 

 

 
Dates for your diary 

 

Summer Term 

28th April PTA/Muddy Runners Fun Run – 2, 5, 10km options! 

2nd May Cross Country Event at Westgate 

3rd May Football Friendly v Otterbourne (during after school football club) 

3rd May Stubbington Residential Celebration Event – 5pm 

4th May The Big Pedal Dress-Up Day 

9th May Willow Class trip to Danebury Hill Fort 
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14th – 18th May SATS Week 

17th May Sycamore Class Parents’ Lunch – 12pm 

18th May Royal Wedding Street Party – Special Lunch 

21st – 25th May Walk To School Week 

21st May Yew Class Parents’ Lunch – 12pm 

28th May – 1st June HALF TERM 

4th June INSET day 

5th June Bikeability Week begins 

8th June Willow Class Parents’ Lunch – 12pm 

12th June Sycamore Class trip to Arundel Castle – details to follow 

12th June Oak Class Parents’ Lunch – 12pm 

14th June School Photographs 

15th June Yr 5 Maths Challenge at Stroud School (selected pupils) 

20th June Ash Class Parents’ Lunch – 12pm 

21st June Yr 6 Leavers’ Service at Winchester Cathedral 

25th June Beech Class Parents’ Lunch – 12pm 

27th June KS2 Peter Pan Production at St Mary’s Church – 9.30 – 11am 

28th June KS2 Peter Pan Production at St Mary’s Church – 9.30 – 11am 

28th June Ash Class trip to Testwood Lakes 

3rd July Science Day 

6th July Sports Day – 9.30 – 11.30am 

10th July Parents’ evening 

12th July Parents’ evening 

17th July Meet the New Teacher – Whole School Transition Morning 

19th July Yr 6 Leavers’ Service at St Mary’s Church – 9.30 – 10.30am 

23rd July INSET Day (last day of term) 

 

Warm Wishes 
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Mrs Hannah Beckett                                                                                                      

Headteacher 
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