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EARLY YEARS POLICY 
 
 
Rationale 
 
At Twyford St Mary CE Primary School we believe that every child deserves the best 
possible start in life. A child’s experience in the early years has a major impact on their 
future life chances and choices.  We know that a child that feels secure, safe and happy is 
a child that will make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.  We provide 
the support and challenge that each unique child needs to ensure that they thrive.  The 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the framework that provides that assurance. 
 
We aim to ensure that all children receive their entitlement as required under the revised 
Early Years Foundation Stage Framework published by the DfE March 2014 which applies 
to children from birth to the end of the reception year.  At Twyford St Mary CE Primary 
School all children can transition to reception following the school’s suggested induction 
procedure which can be personalised for individuals based on discussions with their 
parents. This will take place at the beginning of the school year in which they will become 
five.  
 
Learning through Play 
“Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests and preoccupations. In 
their play children learn at the highest level. Play with peers is important for children’s 
development.” – Early Years Foundation Stage. 
The EYFS principles and practise underpins a play based curriculum where the play is 
planned and purposeful.  The EYFS curriculum states that learning and development is 
encompassed by three themes: 
 

 A Unique Child 

 Positive Relationships 

 Enabling Environments 
 
A Unique Child 
 
Principle: 
Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, 
confident and self-assured. 
 



Early Years Foundation Stage Policy  -  Page 2 

Practice 
Practitioners: 

 understand and observe each child's development and learning, assess progress, 
plan for next steps; 

 support children to develop a positive sense of their own identity and culture. 

 identify any need for additional support; 

 keep children safe; 

 value and respect all children and families equally. 
 
At Twyford St Mary CE Primary School we recognise that children develop in individual 
ways, at varying rates. Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are influenced by 
feedback from others; we give praise and encouragement, we reward appropriate and 
caring behaviour and celebrate achievements, to enable children to develop a positive 
attitude to learning.   
 
 
 
Positive Relationships 
 
Principles 
Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. 
 
Practice 
Positive relationships are: 

 warm and loving, and foster a sense of belonging; 

 sensitive and responsive to the child's needs, feelings and interests; 

 supportive of the child's own efforts and independence; 

 consistent in setting clear boundaries; 

 stimulating; 

 built on key person relationships  
 

At Twyford St Mary CE Primary School we recognise that children learn to be strong and 
independent through secure relationships.  We aim to develop caring, respectful, 
professional relationships with the children and their families and carers.   
 
Enabling Environments  
 
Principles 
Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, where their individual needs 
and experiences are responded to and there is a strong partnership between practitioners, 
parents and carers. 
 
Practice 
 
Enabling Environments: 

 value all people 

 value learning 
 
At Twyford St Mary’s our environment offers: 

 stimulating resources, relevant to all the children's cultures and communities; 

 equipment which can be accessed independently by the children; 

 rich learning opportunities through play and playful teaching; 
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 safe and secure areas where children can learn about safety and how to manage 
risks 

 areas to support active learners as well as areas to support quiet and reflection 

 positive support for children to explore, develop skills and ask questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS 
 
The EYFS play based curriculum follows seven areas of learning and development. These 
are inter-connected and developed through planned and purposeful play based activities. 
The seven areas are split into the “Prime” and the “Specific.” 
 
Three Prime Areas: 
 

 Communication and Language: 
1. Listening and Attention 
2. Understanding 
3. Speaking 

 Physical Development: 
1. Moving and Handling 
2. Health and Self-care 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 
1. Self-confidence and Self-Awareness 
2. Managing Feelings and Behaviour 
3. Making Relationships 
 
 

 
Four Specific Areas: 
 

 Literacy  
1. Reading  
2. Writing 

 Mathematics   
1. Numbers  
2. Shape, Space and Measures 

 Understanding the World 
1. People and Communities 
2. The World 
3. Technology 

 Expressive Arts and Design 
1. Exploring and Using Media and Materials 
2. Being imaginative 

 
Each area of learning is of equal importance and is interdependent.  All areas are 
delivered through a balance of adult led and child initiated activities.  In each area there 
are Early Learning Goals that define the expectations for children’s learning within EYFS.  
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The EYFS- Learning and Development is based on Learning Characteristics 
 
Playing and Exploring – children are encouraged to be “Curious Cats” by investigation, 
and experience and 'having a go.' 
 
Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them 
make sense of the world.  They practise and build up ideas, and learn how to control 
themselves and understand the need for rules.  They have the opportunity to think 
creatively alongside other children as well as on their own.  They communicate with others 
as they investigate and solve problems.  They express fears or re-visit anxious 
experiences in controlled and safe situations. 
 
Active Learning - children concentrate and keep on trying even if they encounter 
difficulties and enjoy achievements. They are “Persevering Pigs.” As active learners they 
are encouraged to work together and be a “Team Bee.” 
 
Active learning occurs when our children are motivated and interested.  Children need to 
have some independence and control over their learning.  As children gain in confidence 
they become able to make decisions which provide children with a sense of satisfaction as 
they take ownership of their learning. 
 
Creating and Thinking Critically – children are “Evaluating Owls,” having their own ideas 
which they can develop, make links and develop strategies for doing things. They are 
encouraged to get on and do and be “Incy Independents.” 
 
Children will be given the opportunity to be creative through all areas of learning, not just 
through the arts.   
 
Adults will support children’s thinking and help them to make connections by: showing 
genuine interest; offering encouragement; clarifying ideas; and asking open questions.   
 
Children can access resources freely and move them around the indoor and outdoor 
classrooms to extend their learning.  
 
At Twyford St Mary CE Primary School we recognise that children learn and develop in 
different ways and at different rates.  We value all areas of learning and development 
equally and understand that they are inter-connected. In the EYFS we encourage children 
to develop as learners using the characteristics of effective learning. We teach these skills 
through positive language that reflects our learning culture and the use of puppets, each 
one reflecting a characteristic of learning. 
 
Assessment and Planning 
 
Our assessment of the children’s abilities and understanding at the start of the school year 
is based on information provided by parents, prime carers and key people from all pre-
school settings attended by each child, by transfer documents and our observations of the 
children during transition visits and their first half term at Twyford St Mary CE Primary 
School. This information is kept as a record of the child’s development and tracked and 
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added to over their reception year. Data for the children’s development is made on entry, 
in October, December, March and June of the reception year.   
 
Planning within the EYFSF is flexible to reflect the children’s interests but structured to 
ensure good progress towards the Early Learning Goals. The Long Term Plan has key 
themes which encompass all seven areas of learning.  Medium Term Plans (MTPs) 
follows one of these themes highlighting key skills that should be taught. The MTPs are 
used by the teacher and Learning Support Assistant as a guide for Short Term Plans 
which may be influenced by the children’s interests, responses and achievements.    
 
Assessment of children’s learning in EYFS takes the form of observation in child initiated 
and structured play. Other assessments are used if necessary to judge a child’s 
development. This information is shared with parents/key carers throughout the year by 
one to one meetings, children's learning journals and end of foundation stage written 
reports.  These judgements are used to support dialogue between the EYFSF teacher, 
Learning Support Assistant, school management team, curriculum subject managers, Key 
Stage One staff and other early years professionals when moderating attainment.  They 
support the links with year one and are used to plan each child’s transition from the 
reception class to the year one setting and from the EYFS to the National Curriculum, as 
and when each child is ready. 
 
During the second half of the summer term an Early Years Foundation Stage Profile will 
be completed for each child. This is a statutory requirement. This information will be 
shared with the school management team and with parents.   . 
 
Equal Opportunities and Inclusion 
At Twyford St Mary CE Primary School we aim to provide a safe and secure learning 
environment where the contribution of all children is valued and where racial, religious, 
disability and gender stereotypes are challenged. We use a wide range of teaching 
strategies, we differentiate the curriculum to meet children’s individual needs and we 
carefully monitor children’s progress. 
 
Partnership with Parents 
The foundation stage staff will endeavour to build positive relationships with parents and 
carers. Parents are acknowledged as the child’s primary educator. 
There are opportunities for parents to chat informally at the beginning and end of each 
day. Parents receive weekly newsletters and a half termly topic overview. Parents are 
actively encouraged to contribute to their child’s learning journey such as by home-school 
link “wow” cards or photographs or observations shared.  
 
The Wider Context 
 
At Twyford St Mary’s Primary School we recognise that working in partnership with other 
settings, other professionals and with individuals and groups in the community supports 
children’s development and progress towards their Early Learning Goals. We do this by: 
 

 developing an on-going dialogue with all parents, carers and pre-school settings to 
ensure that children’s needs are met throughout their EYFSF transition from pre-
school to our reception class and to ensure there is continuity in their learning; 

 communicating well with other agencies in an effort to best support children and/or 
their families with additional needs; 
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 broaden children’s experiences by inviting members of our school and local 
community of various ages to enhance the children’s perceptions or learning 
development 

 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 

 It is the responsibility of the EYFS Coordinator to ensure the practise and provision 
is regularly reviewed and updated to reflect current thinking in EYFS 

 All staff in the foundation stage will attend INSET  training during the year that will 
enhance  their practise 

 The quality of learning and teaching in the EYFSF at Twyford St Mary CE Primary 
School will be monitored on a regular basis by SLT, LLP and external moderators.   
 

 
 
Written By: Victoria McQueen January 2017     Review: January  2019 


